Suramin in advanced platinum-resistant ovarian cancer.
10 patients with ovarian cancer, whose disease had progressed while receiving platinum-based therapy, were entered onto a phase II clinical trial of the antiproliferative agent suramin. Suramin was administered in a fashion that is associated with durable objective disease response in patients with hormonally resistant metastatic prostate cancer. No individual had an objective response to therapy in this study, but 3 of 9 evaluable patients (33%) experienced disease stabilisation and subjective clinical improvement for periods ranging from 2 to 5 months. Disease stabilisation was associated with prolonged periods of comparatively high plasma levels of drug, which appeared to be determined primarily by reduced drug clearance. We conclude that suramin has potential activity in platinum-resistant ovarian cancer, and we have initiated a second clinical trial using pharmacological information derived from this study.